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STATEMENTS  

1. We live in an era of accelerating technological advancement 
that holds unprecedented potential for threats and 
opportunities. 

2. We recognise that humans are fallible and cannot reach 
universal consensus on ethical principles. 

3. We establish the principle of "good enough" as an operational 
goal. 

4. Mistakes or unexpected events can happen, survival should be 
our priority. 

5. More than surviving, we should aim for thriving, by integrating 
anti-fragility. 

6. Technology should help us improve our understanding and 
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QUESTIONS  

OUTREACH 

❖ How do we effectively reach out to the relevant 
stakeholders and the general public? 

❖ How can we incentivise ethical behaviour?

 1 . How do we position and validate our document to give it 
credibility to the stakeholders? 

 2. How to make ethic a dinner table topic ?  

 3. How should the perceived impact by the public of emerging 
technology be controlled during dissemination?  

 4. How can we make ethic a long term growth tool for 
companies? 

 5. What incentive structure can help fulfil our ethical goals?  

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
What’s AI and what’s its role? 

 1 . What’s A what’s I?  

 2. Can AI be creative?  

 3. What is the role of AI in society?  

 4.  Should AI take care of me or of society?  

 5.  Should robots lie for good reasons?  

 6.  Should AI decide if our actions are ethical or not?  
 



AI SAFETY 

❖ What are the measures that we should apply to make 
AI safe?

 1 . How can we create software that can explain itself, has 
common sense, is fail proof, trustworthy and respect our 
agreed set of values?  

 2. Who are the best people to develop the interface between the 
technology developers & ethicists i.e. facilitators? 

 3. What is the extent of the harm? 

HAPPINESS 

❖ Should AI be allowed to manipulate us to make us 
happy? 

 1 .  Is AI allowed to manipulate me to make me happy?  

 2. Happy with a robot or sad with real people? 

ETHICAL VALUES 
❖ What is the goal of ethics in shaping the development 

and application of technology? 

 1 .  Who are the stakeholders? 

 2.  Who will benefit?  

 3.  What is the benefit?  

 4.  Who will this harm?  

 5.   Can we develop a common criteria to classify ethic 
priorities?  
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ETHICAL VALUES (cont.) 

 6. How do we ensure that development of technology goes 
hand-in-hand with a moral/ethical framework? 

 7. What is a good mechanism for involving the necessary 
expertise areas in the development of an ethical guidance for 
each tech area?Is ethics the consequence of knowledge? 

 8. Should we enforce our moral codes to an agent that we are 
aiming will become sentient?  

 9. Which are the principles of ethical decision making?  

 10. Can we manage a political and international order without a 
presumption of a single, well-defined “human species”?  

 11 . Who should be asked for advice, review, approval for what 
you are doing or are about to do with reference to ethical 
implications?  

 12. .What are the rationals in underlying emotions motivating the 
development of your technology?  

 13. Why is ethical conduct important for you, for society and 
humankind at large?  

 14.  Is achieving a higher human potential and higher 
consciousness something we need or something we desire?  

 15.  How will the technology we are developing impact the lives of 
your children and grandchildren? 

 16.  What is the minimal common denominator of human ethic? 
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RIGHTS 

❖ When and what kind of rights and responsibilities 
should AI have, how can we detect it, and what do we 
need to enforce it?

 1 . Should technology be judged against the universal code of 
Human Rights? 

 2. What do we need? Moral codes - Awareness - Human rights  

 3. Which qualities would be necessary so that we could make 
sense of regarding robots as moral subjects or that we would 
be bound to attribute a moral status to robots? 

 4. Given that the boundaries between the organic and the 
material have been eroded, is it not necessary to get rid of 
ontological judgments within legal constitutions? 

 5. What characteristics will machine minds need in order to take 
their rights seriously, and should we prevent the creation of 
such creatures? 

 6. Does AI have rights?  

REGULATION  
How can agencies properly integrate ethics in regulating 
emerging technologies and addressing global 
challenges?

 1 . How can international agencies that work on weapons of 
mass destruction begin to address the catastrophic risks 
posed by nanotechnology and artificial intelligence? 

 2. What regulatory path can we create to test the safety and 
efficacy of human enhancement drugs, longevity therapies 
and human genetic engineering? 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REGULATION (cont.) 

  3. Risk and benefit assessment. Who? Authority?  

 4. Should this be mandatory for anyone who is involved?  

 5. Can we develop enhancement ethics or regulations that is 
widely acceptable, despite divergent views on desirability of 
enhancement? 

 6. Limits to be set. Do we need to set limits for expansion and 
enhancement of human capacities? 

 7. Which normative ethical theory could we get by using deep 
learning? 

 8. Who should determine the risk/benefit ratio of an 
environmental release? 

 9. Is it possible to construct legitimate, fast and flexible regulatory 
methods and have them applied?  

 10. Can we develop a proactive positive regime for guiding 
technology development? 

 11 . Can we create regimes of structured transparency that are 
widely acceptable but reduce risks, crime and lack of 
accountability? 

 12. Should society develop just-in-case strategies to avoid shocks 
if/when arrive?  

POWER 
Who is going to control and apply the ethical codes in 
society? 

 1 . Do we have a choice?  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POWER (cont.) 

  2. Who is to be involved?  

 3. Who should train an ethic AI? 

 4. How and who will guarantee the good enough moral? 

 5. Should we consider decentraliSing the Internet?  

CHALLENGES
How can we address the challenges of implementing 
ethical values? 
What are the challenges of implementing ethics? 

 1 . What are the technological challenges of implementing Ethics?  

 2. What if your worst enemy got a hold of your technology? 
What would the implications be?  

 3. What kind of check and balances can you as a leader put in 
place in your organisation to reduce or eliminate the risk of 
ethical missteps/misconduct?  

 4. How can we foster more rational risk taking?  

EQUALITY
How can we prevent new or worse forms of inequality of 
wealth and power? 
How can we use technology to provide equal opportunity 
to all? 

 1 . How do we facilitate equal access to the benefits of 
technology? 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 EQUALITY (cont.) 

  2. What systems can be put in place to prevent a class system 
(engineered vs non-engineered humans) from developing? 

 3. Can automation and digitalization help us closing the gender 
divide? 

 4. What are you personally doing to protect the most vulnerable 
from the harm?  

 5. How will you monitor or track the effectiveness of your plan of 
action to protect the vulnerable?  

 6. Is it convenient for society to make available DNA coding to 
everyone? 

 7. Who does your technology benefit?  

 8. Inequality:  

 a. Computing power  

 b. Identification power  

 c. Exploration power  

 d. Persuasion power  

 e. Surveillance power  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BIOTECHNOLOGY
Which institutions are legitimate to decide on biopolitical 
policies? 

 1 . Should the release of a gene drive (or other ecosystem 
modifying technology) be only after a worldwide decision-
making process?  

 2. Should three biological parents have the right to get married if 
this is in their interest? 

 3. Should parents have a right to also genetically modify their 
children? 

 4. Does shared genetic material lead to the necessity to 
introduce family ownership concerning the corresponding 
genetic information? 

NEURO
How can we model and access the brain in order to 
further our goals following our ethical framework? 

 1 . How can we access and model the brain, in order to 
understand it, potentially enhance it, cure diseases, integrate 
antifragility and eventually expand it while respecting our 
common ethical framework?  

EDUCATION
How can we transform the educational system to foster 
the interests of people, allow them to find meaning and 
express their potential? 

 1 . How can we support or create a dynamic education 
framework that informs public around consent and privacy for 
the treatment of bio data, that has more depth and reach than  

BELLAGIO MANIFESTO, APRIL 22, 2017 �9



EDUCATION (cont.) 

        a T&C paper?  

 2. How can you help create awareness for the importance of 
ethical conduct in your organisation, field/industry and how 
can you help educate and involve other leaders 

HEALTH and MEDICINE
What are the implications of using new technologies on 
the definition of health? 
Should health care cover physical and mental 
enhancements? 

 1. How do we avoid new super-addictions to drug and virtual 
reality, while avoiding the failures of the War on Drugs and 
pornography?  

 2. Is being red-haired a disease?  

  3. Which mental diseases should be cured?  

 4. Should health care cover my physical and mental 
enhancements?  

 5. Will we have new pathologies developing due to use of AI or 
exponential technologies?  

POST-HUMANITY
When should we regulate technological developments 
that transform, evolve or destroy human practices and 
values? 

 1 . Should we die?  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POST-HUMANITY (cont.) 

  2. What will happen if humanity will be split into sub-species of 
enhanced and non-enhanced humans?  

 3. Should we have to monitor (and if yes who) the merge 
between human and machine? 

 4. Do we need moral enhancement technology?  

 5. How does your technology transform human nature (example: 
cultivate greater self knowledge)? 

 6. Where is the limit of human capabilities without losing our 
human nature? 

 7. What are the 10,000-year consequences?  

WORK
How can we renegotiate the social contract to transition 
from work-oriented culture to purpose-oriented culture? 

 1. If automation destroys more jobs than it creates, is it better to create 
new public sector jobs, or expand welfare benefits to a basic income 
guarantee? 

 2. Why not let robots do all the work and allow humans to focus on 
themselves and the planet?  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SEX
How should sex and other forms of intimate interaction 
with technology for both entertainment and therapeutic 
purposes be regulated? 

 1 . Is it socially acceptable to have sex/intimacy/attachment with 
technology such as robots?  

 2. Are child robots a way to cure pedophilia?  

 3. How do we regulate sex robots?  

 4. Should we be concerned about the effects enhanced physical 
or technical bodies will have on our understanding of identity 
& sexuality?  

NEXT STEPS
What other questions should we be asking?

❖ NICOLETTA IACOBACCI 

❖ NATASCIA RADICE 

❖ TRUDY BARBER 

❖ RODOLPHE GELIN 

❖ BIBOP GRESTA 

❖ JAMES HUGHES 

❖ MYSHKIN INGAWALE 

❖ ELLEN JORGENSEN 

❖ STEFAN LORENZ SORGNER 

❖ VITO MARGIOTTA 

❖ MICHELE CASUCCI 

❖ MARINA RUTA 

❖ ANTONELLA SANTUCCIONE CHADHA 

❖ FEDERICO PISTONO 

❖ ANDERS SANDBERG 

❖ WOLFGANG SHIRMACHER 

❖ GINO YU
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